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The Confintea Mid-Term Review (Mtr) —
The Power of Adult Learning: Vision 2030

Reviewing achievements and challenges in implementing

the CONFINTEA VI commitments

25-27 October 2017, Suwon City, South Korea

The global community of adult education practitioners, policy advocates, civil
society, academicians, researchers, and national government representatives from
144 member States of UNESCO gathered in Suwon City to review the progress
of the achievements and challenges, since the Sixth International Conference on
Adult Education — CONFINTEA VI — held in Belem, Brazil, in 2009.

The CONFINTEA Mid-Term Review (MTR) — entitled 7he Power of Adult
Learning: Vision 2030 —was organised by the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Edu-
cation (UIL) in cooperation with the Korean Ministry of Education, the Korean
National Commission of UNESCO, and the National Institute for Lifelong Learn-
ing (NILE), and co-hosted by the Municipalities of Suwon and Osan cities.

The main objectives of the CONFINTEA MTR were to:

Take stock of the progress made in implementing the Belém Frame-
work for Action (BFA) and the regional action plans put into place
following regional CONFINTEA VI follow-up meetings.

Present ideas, good practices, success stories, and research findings on
adult learning and education, its inter-sectoral benefits, and how it
can fit into broader policy reforms.

Identify powerful new arguments to raise awareness of and advocate
for adult learning and education (ALE) and support the case of great-
er investments in this subsector of education.

Establish strategies and measures to enhance full implementation and
sound monitoring of the BFA and the Recommendation on Adult
Learning and Education (RALE) towards CONFINTEA VII in 2021.

! Izvestaj je pripremljen na osnovu ASPBE Newsletter-a, oktobar 2017. http://www.aspbae.org/node/71.
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—  Examine the implications of the 2030 Agenda (Education 2030 and
SDG4 in particular) on ALE to ascertain how it can contribute to the
achievement of SDG4 and the other SDGs.

—  Explore ways to reinforce existing partnerships and create new ones at
global, regional, national, and local levels to develop joint actions on

ALE up to CONFINTEA VII and beyond.

Deliberations at the CONFINTEA VI MTR were guided by the 5 areas of
the Belem Framework for Action (BFA):

1. Policy

2. Governance

3. Financing

4. Participation, inclusion, and equity
5. Quality

Discussions also focussed on the domains of learning and skills as defined
in the Recommendations on Adult Learning and Education (RALE); continu-
ing education and vocational skills; community education and active citizenship
skills, and; the importance of adult learning and education for achieving the
SDGs, and SDG4 in particular.

The other reference documents for the CONFINTEA VI MTR were
GRALE III (Global Report on Adult Learning and Education), the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, and the Education 2030: Framework for Action.

The three plenary sessions on the first day of the CONFINTEA VI MTR
focussed on the key achievements made in implementing the BFA recommenda-
tions since 2009 and the RALE since 2015; the presentation of the status of ALE
through the five regional reports and, the insights and the lessons learnt from
implementing effective and innovative practices at the country level.

The second day’s plenary focussed on the effective practices that were suc-
cessful in addressing challenges in the three fields of learning as defined in the
RALE and those that exemplified the links between ALE and the SDGs. The first
plenary highlighted the inter-sectoral character of ALE and its crucial role for
realisation of the international frameworks and development agendas, including
the BFA, RALE, Education 2030, and the SDGs.

This plenary was followed by two five parallel group sessions. The first par-
allel group session focussed on the specific theme of the inter-sectoral dimension
of ALE — basic skills; vocational skills; active citizenship skills; ALE for health and
environmental sustainability; and ALE in conflict and post-conflict situations.
The second parallel group session focussed on the implications of the SDG4 in
the view of the five areas of action of the BFA and; identify ways in which the new
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education agenda impacts on the implementation of the BFA at the country level
with recommendations for follow up action.

Side events organised on the second day included the one on Community
Learning Centres (CLC) as key structures for lifelong learning which was organ-
ised by DVV International.

The plenary session on the third day focussed on the tools and instruments
available for measuring and monitoring ALE, especially adult literacy as a key
component of ALE, at the national and global level. The focus of another plenary
session was to generate recommendations, emerging from the deliberations in the
CONFINTEA VI MTR, to emphasise and promote the five areas of action of the
BFA at the country level.

In the final session of the Conference, participants endorsed a draft out-
comes document, the ‘Suwon-Osan CONFINTEA VI Mid-term Review Statement,
The Power of adult learning and education — a Vision towards 2030". The statement:

—  Affirmed the structural, enabling, and pivotal role of adult education
and learning in promoting the implementation of the entire 2030
Sustainable Development Agenda and SDG4.

—  Acknowledged other policy platforms and frameworks since Belem
(2009) which reinforce adult education and learning, notably the re-
vised Recommendation on Adult Learning and Education (RALE)
adopted by UNESCO’s General Conference in 2015; the creation of
the Global Alliance for Literacy in the Framework of Lifelong Learn-
ing (GAL) to advance the literacy agenda (SDG4.6) and ALE in a
lifelong learning perspective; and the UNESCO Guidelines for the
Recognition, Validation, and Accreditation (RVA) of non-formal and
informal learning.

—  Recognised the progress made and ongoing challenges. Some positive
developments noted include an increase in the number of countries
adopting ALE policies, new partnerships forged at various levels and
useful instruments to improve quality have been set in place. How-
ever, of the many challenges, some worth citing include: funding in
the sector remains woefully inadequate (less than 1% of education
budgets on average; very low participation especially of marginalised
groups including women; and the lack of training and support for AE
personnel and trainers.

—  Offered several recommendations to address the ongoing challeng-
es and respond to the changed context and opportunities for ALE.
These were identified along the core elements of the Belem Frame-
work for Action, the UNESCO RALE and other cross-cutting areas
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for ALE deemed essential: Policy, Governance, Participation, Financ-
ing, Quality, Literacy and Basic Skills, ALE and Vocational Skills,
Active Citizenship through Community, Popular and Liberal Educa-
tion, Health, Well-being and environmental sustainability and ALE
in conflict, post conflict and disaster situations.

Called for a greater articulation of ALE within the SDGs and in
SDG4 — recognising it remains the weakest link in the lifelong learn-
ing chain.

The participants called for a number of actions to include the following:

Member states to urgently implement the Belem Framework for Ac-
tion and RALE.

Prepare for CONFINTEA VII in 2021.

Member States to work intersectorally and increase policy dialogue
that includes all stakeholders, including civil society and learners to
create lifelong learning systems and societies.

Member States to reinforce UNESCO and its institutes, particularly
the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning so that appropriate
monitoring of organized learning activities in relation to the targets of
SDG 4.

Member States to work intersectorally and increase policy dialogue
that includes all stakeholders, including civil society and learners to
create lifelong learning systems and societies.

Adult literacy should be reinstated in the Human Development Index.
Education Commission, the Global Partnership for Education and
Education Cannot Wait, and other development partners as well as
national and sub-national governments to restore attention to and
provide adequate funding to adult literacy.

UNESCO to popularise and articulate RALE and BFA with the
SDG4 implementation processes and architecture such as the Global
Education Meeting, SDG-Education 2030 Steering Committee, and
regional SDG4 coordination mechanisms, as well as within the wider
United Nations structures. It must be used as a reference for National
Voluntary Review and High Level Political Forums yearly meetings as
well as guiding the work of the Global Alliance on Literacy.

Medha Soni
ASPBAE, Philippines




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


